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We are so happy you are here to dance with us! Our studio is more than a dance
school; it is a community to be a part of. Our mission is to provide the best Irish dance
instruction and teach Irish culture throughout NCW. We also want our dancers and
families to have the best experience possible!

We have created this handbook to serve as a valuable resource for all dancers and
families. It provides information on Irish dance and the policies within our affiliated Irish
dance organizations, An Daire Academy, and the Wenatchee location.

We’re more than happy to answer any questions you may have!

Sincerely,

Lauren Mueller, ADCRG

Angela Schaub, TMRF

Hayley Agarwal, Assistant Instructor

Please contact us at any time about questions or concerns!
Phone: (509) 630-3709

Email: andairewenatchee@yahoo.com

Website: An Daire \Wenatchee

Studio Update: Studio Update Webpage

An Daire Academy: https://andaireacademy.com/

Instagram: an_daire_wenatchee
Facebook: An Daire Wenatchee


mailto:andairewenatchee@yahoo.com
https://sites.google.com/pacificcelticfoundation.org/wenatchee/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/pacificcelticfoundation.org/wenatchee/studio-update?authuser=0
https://andaireacademy.com/
https://www.instagram.com/an_daire_wenatchee/#
https://www.facebook.com/p/An-Daire-Academy-Wenatchee-100063489796006/
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Registration may occur online or in person at the studio where the student will
attend classes.

The parent/guardian or student 18 and older will be asked to participate in filling
out a "Registration Form," and sign a "Consent & Release" form.

Annual registration fees are $75 per individual and $100 per family. They are
paid annually in July, regardless of when the student starts dance classes.
Registrations between January 1 to August 31 are $37.50 per individual/$50 per
family.

Registration fees are non-refundable.

Students must be registered to take classes or participate in dance-related
performances, grade exams, competitions, or any other school-related activity.
A $15 fee will be issued per month per dancer who chooses to take a break from
classes. If this hold is not paid, a new registration fee must be paid to resume
classes.

Tuition for all dance programs must be paid by check, cash, or credit. No other
form of payment will be accepted. Tuition is due by the 5th of each month.
Late fees of $25 will be added to unpaid invoices beginning the 10th of each
month.

Please note that for accounts 30 days past due, the dancer will not be able to
attend class until the invoice is paid in full.

Online payments are accepted through Square and can be found on the dancer’s
Google Classroom account.

Payments can also be dropped off at the studio. Please make arrangements with
the studio owner. Payments can also be mailed to 1507 N. Miller St, Wenatchee,
WA 98801.

All NSF payments (Non-Sufficient Funds) will be charged a $45 fee in addition to
requests for funds in the form of cash or a cashier's check.

If an outstanding balance is not paid by the end of the term, students will not be
allowed to participate in classes until tuition and NSF fees are paid in full. This
will be enforced.

Please visit An Daire WWenatchee Website for the current class schedule and
tuition fees.
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No refunds will be granted other than a tuition credit to the dancer’s account for a
canceled class by An Daire Wenatchee instructors.

Each Instructor will maintain an attendance record for each class.

Attendance is mandatory for participation in any school-related activity, such as
performances, grade exams, and competitions.

Students must provide a doctor's note to be considered excused for illness or
injury.

Family emergencies will be considered case-by-case when submitted to the
school instructors in writing.

Please email or text the instructor with any questions regarding impending
absences, late arrivals, early pickups, or other topics that do not pertain to the
immediate class.

Sick Policy:

If a dancer is feeling unwell, please stay home and return to class when
recovered.
Covid-19 policy: An Daire Wenatchee follows the CDC guidelines.

Teachers will dress professionally for all classes.
Students will wear:

o Black short-sleeved tops

o Modest black shorts or skorts

o Socks should cover ankles
An Daire Logowear: This clothing is optional. Instructors will send out links with
information and appropriate purchase options when available throughout the
year.

Please pack the following items in the dancer’s dance bag:

All dance shoes

Water bottle

1 roll of gaffer’s tape per family
1 notebook and pen per dancer
Extra class attire



Teachers:

e Use language appropriate to the student's age and ability level demographic.

e No derogatory references should be made to students regarding race, political
preferences, sexual orientation, age, or religious belief.

e No unkind words or comments should be shared regarding other dance schools or
their instructors.

e Language or commentary that makes students feel frightened, uncomfortable or
threatens a healthy learning environment will not be tolerated and may be grounds
for dismissal.

Students:

e They will use appropriate and respectful language towards their instructors and
fellow students.

e No derogatory references should be made to instructors or fellow students regarding
race, political preferences, sexual orientation, age, or religious belief.

e No unkind words or comments should be shared regarding other dance schools or
their instructors.

e Unkind comments or foul language will not be tolerated. The student will be
dismissed from class, and the parent will be contacted.



The following policies ensure a clear understanding of Irish dance grade exams,
performances, and competitions, including the expectations and behaviors before and
during the event. Irish dance has many opportunities to perform throughout the year and
many excellent opportunities to grow and set goals as a dancer. We note that grade
exams, performances, and competitions are all options for the dancers and families to
choose from and are not a studio requirement.

Each event requires a high level of organization by the instructors and much practice
required by the dancers. For that, we thank you in advance for carefully reading through
the following policies so that the Irish dance can be an enjoyable experience for all.
Angela will address any questions regarding the policies outside of class time.



The dancer/family

e Is registered and attending the appropriate Irish classes.

e Can perform the choreography of a dance from beginning to end, displaying skill and
knowledge of the steps without prompting from the Instructor or other support.

Has consistently attended weekly classes

Is in "Good Standing," financially (does not owe money to the school).

Has proper dance shoes and attire for the dances entered in the exam.

Has instructor permission.

Grade exams are available throughout the year at various An Daire locations and other
Irish dance schools. Various PNW Grade Exams can be found through
www.feisworx.com. Registration sites provide information on dates, venues, schedules,
rules, and exam fees to help dancers and families plan accordingly, as some grade
exams may require travel, hotel, and food accommodations. Fees will vary depending
on where and who are hosting the grade exams and how many exams the dancer is
being registered for.

Dancers are required to wear plain and presentable black tops and black shorts/skorts
that are of modest length. White socks and dance shoes are also needed. Clothing
should not have a dance school logo or any large print. Hair should be neatly styled
away from the face: no makeup, nail polish, or jewelry.

e Dancers must wear proper attire and shoes for their first exam at least 30
minutes before the exam starts.

e Dancers must stay with the group of dancers for the entirety of the exam unless
released by the examiner.

e Dancers represent the school at grade exams and are expected to maintain a
professional attitude. Running, playing, or loud noises around the examination
area are prohibited.

e Dancers and families will gracefully accept the adjudicator's grade and feedback
for any exam. Any concerns regarding the exam may be addressed with the
Instructor outside of class time.


http://www.feisworx.com

Any health concerns shared with instructors or through the dancer registration
form will be considered when determining the number of exams to register for on
a given day. Please make sure to pack and take medications within the required
timeframe.

Unlike competitions, each dancer is individually examined by an examiner and
receives a detailed written assessment of their performance and knowledge of
the attempted grade.

An Daire dancers will dance choreography learned in Irish classes. This
choreography will look different from that of other dancers completing the exam
from various dance schools. The choreography is not to be changed by the
dancer.

To participate, the dancer must be registered with a school associated with
CLRG.

There are 12 exams; every exam requires solo dancing, and some require ceili
dancing knowledge.

Exams must be taken in order, starting with grade 1.

A dancer may only take up to 3 exams in one sitting. Grade 11 and Grade 12
must be taken separately. The dancer must be age 16 to take Grade 11 and age
17 to take Grade 12.

Dancers must wait 3 months after taking an exam before taking the next exam.
Except for grade 1, all exam certificates and comment sheets from previous
exams must be presented to the examiner at the next exam.

An Daire hosted grade exams will keep copies of grade exam certificates on file.
If a grade exam is taken with another school, it is the dancer’s responsibility to
provide a copy of the certificate and grade sheet to an An Daire instructor for
filing.

Exams can be retaken with the understanding that the repeated grade will
replace the original grade.



The dancer/family

Is registered and attending Irish and Showtime classes.
Can perform the choreography of a dance from beginning to end, displaying skill
and knowledge of the steps without prompting from the Instructor or other
support.

e Has consistently attended weekly classes. Classes are mandatory leading up to
performances.
Is in "Good Standing," financially (does not owe money to the school).
Has proper dance shoes and costume for the performances.
Has instructor permission: Every show has an age and showtime class level
eligibility; exceptions are made at the Instructor's discretion.

e Public service is an essential part of what we do; it is how we are involved with
our community. Compared to other dance forms, Irish dance has unique
performance opportunities throughout the year. St. Patrick’s Day is our busiest
time of year performing at various public venues such as schools, restaurants,
and retirement homes. We also have various opportunities throughout the spring
and winter such as Apple Blossom and performing with The Gothard Sisters.

e There is a $50 costume fee per term for the outfits being worn per season. See
Attire section for more details.

o Fall & Winter Shows: Dancers will wear the school holiday dress, one pair of
black opaque tights, and a white hair bow.

e St. Patrick's Day Shows: Dancers will wear the black school leotard, school
skirt, one pair of black opaque tights, and orange hair bow.

e Spring & Summer Shows: Dancers will wear the assigned color leotard, school
skirt, one pair of opaque black tights, and assigned colored hair bow.

e Boys/Gents: Dancers will wear a colored bow tie, suspenders, and mid-calf
black socks.

e Costume Return: Return dates can vary depending on performance dates.
Damaged costumes are subject to a replacement fee at the current retail cost.

e Hair: Long hair should be pulled back into a half pony and neatly styled away
from the face, and short hair should also be neatly styled away from the face.
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No Makeup, Nail Polish, or Jewelry Unless specified by the Instructor.
Shoes: Must be tied properly and securely. Loose shoes become liability issues
for the dancer (trip hazards) and the audience (flying objects).

Dancers must be dressed in costume and the proper shoes for their first number 15
minutes before the show starts.

Dancers must stay with the group from show arrival time through the entirety of
the show unless released by the Instructor.

Dancers represent the school at performances and are expected to maintain a
professional side-stage attitude. Running or playing around the staging area will
not be allowed.

Any health concerns shared with instructors or through the dancer registration
form will be considered when determining the number of shows on a given day a
dancer will be allowed to dance, depending on the venue environment.

The Instructor has the right to remove a dancer from a show if they have not
taken any required medications (such as an asthma inhaler) within the necessary
timeframe.

All performance choreography will be taught during the Showtime class.

Solos: These are assigned by the Instructor in advance during class time.
Venues: An Daire is contracted with each venue for the show. Each venue offers
a unique opportunity that requires pre-planning, including music selection and
length of the show.

The Instructor will not entertain personal requests to change the show lineup.
Dancers are expected to maintain a flexible and professional attitude if the
Instructor needs to change the show lineup unexpectedly.

No last-minute participation or dancers showing up to performances expecting to
be "worked-in" will be allowed.
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The dancer/family

e Is registered and attending Irish and Elite classes, or Elite classes only for
championship-level dancers.

e Can perform the choreography of a dance from beginning to end, displaying skill and

knowledge of the steps without prompting from the Instructor or other supports.

Has consistently attended weekly classes.

Is in "Good Standing," financially (does not owe money to the school).

Has proper dance shoes and costume for competition.

Abides by CLRG and feiseanna rules and regulations.

e An Daire related ADCRG, TCRG, or TMRF must approve all competition
entries including proper age group, dances to compete, and dance level to
register for.

e Qualification does not always guarantee participation at a competition. It is
the Instructor's responsibility to ensure that a dancer is properly prepared
for a competition or major.

Various PNW feiseanna can be found through registration sites such as feisworx.com.
These registration sites provide information on dates, venues, schedules, rules, and
competition fees to help dancers and families plan accordingly, as some feiseanna may
require travel, hotel, and food accommodations. Fees will vary depending on where and
who are hosting the competitions. Fees vary by level of competitions and how many
dances are being registered for the competitions.

Logowear: Dancers are required to wear a school logo button or zip-down top from
Malley Sportswear at competitions. Instructors will send out links with information and
appropriate purchase options when available throughout the year.

All Elite Dancers Attire
e Shoes: Must be tied properly and securely. Loose shoes become liability issues
for the dancer (trip hazards) and the audience (flying objects).
e Number Card: Printing the dancer’s number cards before the feis to wear on
stage is essential. There will be a registration desk at the feis for any concerns or
questions regarding number cards or dance registration.
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Elite 1 and 2 Feis Attire

e Instructors must approve attire prior to any competition.

e Girls/Ladies: Dancers will wear a black school leotard, a school skirt, and
poodle socks. If their hair is long enough, they will wear a bun wig with an orange
bow. Short hair with an orange bow will be styled away from their face.

e Boys/Gents: Dancers will wear black pants, a long-sleeved black dress top with
an orange bow tie and suspenders, and mid-calf black socks. Hair will be neatly
styled away from the face.

e No makeup, nail polish, jewelry, or any accessories with sparkles (E.g., bows,
socks, buckles, etc.) unless specified by the Instructor.

Elite 3 Feis Attire
If you plan to purchase any costumes or accessories, please consult with the
instructor first.

e Girls/Ladies: Dancers can wear a black leotard and black skirt with poodle
socks. Another option is to purchase a solo costume, which is not required for
feiseanna. Dancers will wear a bun wig with a hairpiece. Short hair will be neatly
styled away from the face.

e Boys/Gents: Dancers can wear dress black pants, a long-sleeved black dress
top with an orange bow tie and suspenders, and mid-calf black socks. Hair will be
neatly styled away from the face. Dancers also have an option to purchase a solo
vest or waistcoat; however, it is not required for feiseanna.

e Makeup, accessories, and shoes must have instructor approval.

Elite 4 Attire for Majors
If you plan to purchase any costumes or accessories, please consult with the
instructor first.

e Elite 4 Girls/Ladies: Because of the prestige of a major competition, a full
costume is required. This includes a wig (bun or full), headpiece, stage makeup,
solo dress, tanned legs, and poodle socks. Instructors will assist in putting
together the entire costume.

e Elite 4 Boys/Gents: Because of the prestige of a major competition, a full
costume is required. This includes a solo vest or waistcoat, black dress pants,
and mid-calf black socks. Hair will be neatly styled away from the face.
Instructors will assist in putting together the entire costume.

e Shoes: Instructors will advise on trends to follow (brand of shoe, shoe laces,
buckles, etc.)

e Number Card: Majors have different rules regarding competition numbers.
Please read the syllabus carefully to learn more.
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Irish dance is a subjective art form/sport. Many variables go into the results of a feis,
including the adjudicator's preference, the number of competitors, and the dancers'
ability on the day of the competition. Results will vary from feis to feis; please remember
this while competing.

Dancers

e Dancers represent the school at competitions and must maintain a professional
side-stage attitude. Running or playing around the staging area will not be
allowed.

e The instructors encourage good sportsmanship when attending competitions,
including wishing other competitors good luck, congratulating winners, cheering
on teammates, and gracefully accepting the adjudicator's results.

Parents/Guardians

e Arrival: Read the feis schedule, released around one week before the
competition. Arriving at least an hour before the expected dance time should give
dancers time to find the stage, dress in full costume, warm up, check in with the
stage manager, and line up with other competitors side-stage.
Parents/guardians of a dancer will not be permitted side-stage.

Per An Daire and CLRG rules, no photography or videography is permitted for
any competitor on stage.

e Schedules may run behind time and mistakes may be made. Please be
respectful to stage monitors and feiseanna volunteers during these times.

e Please pack and take necessary medications (e.g., inhalers) in the appropriate
timeframe for the competition. Also, have plenty of water and snacks for the day.

Choreography
An Daire dancers will dance choreography learned in Irish classes and/or Elite classes.
This choreography will look different from the competitors on stage from other dance
schools. The choreography is not to be changed by the dancer and needs instructor
approval to dance on stage.
Preparation
No matter what level, dancers participating in competition should be practicing to
prepare. Dancers, families, and instructor’s all invest time, money, resources, and
emotion into attending competitions so preparation is important.

e For Elite 3 & 4 dancers, Dancing at this level requires significant commitment and

a high level of training in and out of the studio as skills and techniques increase
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in difficulty. Appropriate training includes physical exercise, mental preparation,
proper nutrition, rest, etc. Instructors will work with dancers and their support
systems as a team to meet their competitive goals.

Elite 1 & 2 Competition Format

Depending on the level of dancing, grade competition level dances typically have
32 bars of dancing that are two steps long (16 bars per step, 8 bars for the right
side, and 8 bars for the left side).

Dances include the reel, light jig, single jig, slip jig, treble jig, and hornpipe. Sets
(traditional and nontraditional) have standardized tunes that vary in length.

After checking in, located at the side of the stage with a stage monitor, dancers
will stand on stage in line with other competitors and dance with one or two
competitors at a time. When the dance is completed, they will bow and stand
back in line until every dancer has had their opportunity to dance.

One judge will judge a competition.

Results will be posted on a wall outside the competition room or online with the
list of dancer numbers that are placed. Awards can be picked up nearby. Results
of those who placed will also be posted online.

Judges can leave comments about the dancing that day.

Elite 3 & 4 Competition Format

At feiseanna, dancers will compete in one competition with 3 rounds (3 separate
dances). Each dancer will dance a hard shoe dance and then a soft shoe dance.
These two rounds will be danced with other competitors on stage. The third
round is a hard shoe dance, in which they dance on stage alone.

Three adjudicators will adjudicate all three rounds, and scores will be tallied
together.

Dance combinations are typically hornpipe/reel/set and treble jig/slip jig/set.
However, there are many variables to this. Reel and treble jig are 48 bars long
and slip jig and hornpipe are 40 bars long. There is a list of non-traditional set
tunes eligible from the CLRG, and one will be selected (name of tune and speed)
to prepare for the 3rd round of competitions.

Dancers will take the stage with one or two other dancers at a time for their first
two rounds and exit the stage after their bow. There is no standing in line with
other competitors on stage for this competition style.

Dancers must be wearing full costumes for awards. Results will typically be
announced and not posted, and score sheets with adjudicator comments should
be available once the awards are announced. Results of those who placed will
be posted online.
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The dancer/family

Has been invited by the Instructor or school director.

Meet specific criteria, including age and experience, as regulated by CLRG,
NAIDC, NAFC, and the Western Region.

Agree to and sign an agreement stating their commitment to the team
participation fee and rehearsal schedule.

Must also commit to purchasing additional costumes, wigs, shoes, or makeup as
necessary. Costume and accessories are at instructor’s discretion.

May be asked to participate in fundraising for their team(s).

Must have team entries approved by the Instructor.

Must be approved and in "Good Standing" (attendance & financial)

Must enter the team category and pay the entry fee (all team members). The
school will not cover unpaid fees and will not be responsible for failed team
entries due to lack of payment or entry.

Instructors reserve the right to exercise the "Teachers Discretion" option based
on our best judgment of dancer skill, ability, discipline, motivation, work ethic,
emotional maturity, competition head-space, and parental support.
Pre-Beginner is a first feis category designed for very young or nervous
beginners to give them a more positive first feis experience. It is not
recommended for dancers who demonstrate confident dance presentations or
have strong personal advancement goals.

e Pre-Beginner/First Feis: Moves into Beginner at the next competition.

Beginner, Advanced Beginner, and Novice: 1st place can advance to the next
level if 5 dancers are present and 1st or 2nd place can advance to the next level
if 10 dancers are present.
Prizewinner: 1st place in all dances (Reel, Light Jig, Slip Jig, Single Jig, Treble
Jig, Hornpipe, Traditional Set) advance to Preliminary Championships or
Instructor’s Discretion.

e An Daire Wenatchee Prizewinner Rules: 1st at least once in Light Jig,

Single Jig, & Traditional Set. 1st at least twice in the Reel, Slip Jig, Treble
Jig & Hornpipe to advance to Preliminary Championships.
Preliminary Championships: Three 1st placements in a championship to advance
to Open Championships.
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Makeup
e There is no makeup for levels Beginner & Advanced Beginner
e Exceptions may be made for teams at Instructor's discretion
Toe Work

e Dancers must be 12 years of age and must have instructor’s permission to begin
toe work.

e An Daire Instructors may begin giving exercises and training the dancer in proper
placement and arch development of "toe-work," but no "toe-work" will be added
to the dancer's choreography until the dancer is of the acceptable age and
proficiency to allow it.

Costumes

e All dancers, both beginner and advanced beginners, must wear school
costumes.

e An Daire Wenatchee strongly encourages school attire until championship levels
and is only required for major competitions.
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These suggestions help dancers progress in their dancing, though they do not always
guarantee advancement.

e Teachers may assign homework to each dancer at the end of class.
e Homework should consist of dance drills and exercises applicable to the
choreography or material discussed or performed in class that day.
e Example "Homework":
e \Work that step on the right and left side 3 times each before | see
you again.
e To increase your flexibility stretch your hamstrings, quads, and calf
muscles for 10 minutes each day.
e Try choreography with music at home, and we will check your
timing in class next week.

e An Daire Wenatchee dancers will have access to Google Classroom accounts
with videos breaking down choreography and videos with practice music at
various speeds. The studio provides this optional tool to help dancers practice at
home.

e Attend more than one class weekly and work with multiple instructors within An
Daire when possible.

e Set up a home practice routine where there is accountability with parents or
Instructors.

e Record dancing at home practice or in class with the Instructor's permission to
self-critique.

e Cross-train for strength and flexibility (i.e., Yoga, Pilates, Plyometrics, Swimming,
etc.)
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CLRG: An Coimisiun Le Rinci Gaelacha is the Irish Dancing Commission based in
Dublin, Ireland. An Daire is associated with this organization, which sets certification
standards for teachers and rules and regulations for the organization.

IDTANA: Irish Dance Teachers Association of North America

NAFC: North American Feis Commission

TMRF, meaning "Scrudu Teastas Rince Céili" or "Certified Ceili Dance Teacher," "is a
certification from the CLRG that the individual is certified to teach competitive ceili
dancing only (team or group dancing).

TCRG, meaning "Teagascoir Coimisiuin le Rinci Gaelacha" or "Commision Irish Dance
Teacher," indicates that an individual is fully certified by the CLRG to teach and submit
dancers both competitive solo and team (ceili) dancing.

ADCRG, meaning "Ard Diploma Coimisiun Le Rinci Gaelacha" or "Commission's
Highest Diploma in Irish Dancing," indicates that the individual has already achieved a
TCRG certification and is now fully certified to judge Irish Dance competitions and can
continue to teach if they choose

BG: This means the individual is a certified TCRG and ADCRG and has successfully
passed the CLRG examination to become a "Grade Examiner." This enables them to
adjudicate individuals for levels 1-10 of the required Grade Exams, which are
prerequisites for a dancer to be eligible to take the TMRF and TCRG exams.

SDCRG, meaning "Scrudaithoir Coimisiun Le Rinci Gaelacha" or "Irish Dance
Commission Examiner, "indicates that the individual is both a certified TCRG and
ADCRG and has further successfully passed the certification to become a full examiner
for the CLRG.

There are two types of shoes for Irish dance.
e Soft shoes: ladies wear ghillies (pronounced gil-eez) and "reel shoes" for
gents.
e Hard shoes: worn by ladies and gents, have tips and heels made of
fiberglass.
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The Reel, Light Jig, Single Jig, and Slip Jig are performed in soft shoes.

The Treble Jig (sometimes referred to as the Heavy or Hard Jig), Hornpipe,
Treble Reel, and Set Dance (Traditional and non-traditional) are danced in hard
shoes.

Feis: A feis (pronounced fesh), or plural feiseanna (pronounced fesh-ah-na), is an Irish
Gaelic word for festival and what we refer to as an Irish dance competition. A feis is an
opportunity for a dancer to be on stage with competitors from various dance schools, in
front of an adjudicator, with live musicians.

Majors: These are large, multi-day competitions for solo and team dancing structured in
a championship-style format. Oireachtas, North American Championships, and World
Championships (All-Irelands, All-Scotlands, Great Britains, etc.) are considered majors.

Solo Dances (solos): choreography that can be performed individually.
These are referred to as grade-level competitions.

e Beginner (Beginner I)

e Advanced Beginner (Beginner II)

e Novice

e Prizewinner (Open Grade)
These are referred to as championship-level competitions

e Preliminary Championships (Prelims)

e Open Championships (Opens)

Ceili (pronounced kay-lee) Dances (figures or teams): choreography performed in
teams of 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, or 16 people.

Ar Rinci Céili: Standardized book of ceili dances set by the CLRG.

2-hands and 3-hands are smaller teams of 2 and 3 people that can perform or
sometimes compete at Feiseanna.

4-hands, 6-hands, 8-hands: larger teams known as ceili dances with standard
movements set by CLRG.

Figure Choreography: Large groups of 8-16 dancers with custom team choreography.
Dance Dramas also allow for creative freedom and the use of props. Both figures and
dance dramas tell a story.
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Oireachtas (Regionals): (pronounced o-rock-tus) is a prestigious regional competition
and a national and world qualifying event that occurs in November each year. Solo
dancing will be formatted like a championship-style feis; however, the first two rounds
will be danced and then tabulated. From these scores, only half the dancers will be
"recalled" back to perform their third round. This is also a qualifier for team dancing.
Traditional sets category is offered for dancers not competing in solo dancing.

North American Irish Dance Championships (Nationals): Formatted similarly to
Oireachtas, this competition is a world-qualifying event for dancers in Canada, the
United States, and Mexico for solo dancing. Dancers from across the world will come to
compete for the experience and to attend major location changes annually in the first
week of July across the United States and Canada. Team dancing is also competed
here.

Oireachtas Rince Na Cruinne (World Championships): The most prestigious
championship occurs in different places around the globe around Easter each year.
Other majors: The dancer must be at the championship level to compete. All Irelands,
All-Scotlands, and Great Britains do not require a qualification from another major and
are at the Instructor's discretion.
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